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Why does NASA buy commercial data?

Is this 

NASA’s fleet delivers global, first-of-its kind observations with open, validated data that forms the 

backbone of Earth-system science and applications.

Commercial data enhances our science and 

applications and makes unique contributions 

to our mission by offering:

• Higher resolution & more frequent observations

• Taskable observations

• Flexible, real-time, niche data services

• Cost-effective options for users 
22-day image pair in S. California showing ​agricultural fields and a geothermal plant.
​Includes copyrighted material of Airbus U.S copyright 2020-2021, all rights reserved.
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CSDA Program Goals
• Establish a continuous and repeatable process to on-ramp new commercial data vendors.

• Enable sustained use of purchased data for broader use and dissemination by NASA scientific 

community.

• Ensure long-term data preservation, access and distribution of purchased data and long-term access 

for scientific reproducibility.

• Coordinate with other US Government agencies and international partners on the evaluation and 

scientific use of commercial data.

CSDA Program Mission
Execute a cost-effective way to augment and complement the suite of Earth observations 
captured by NASA and its partners for the benefit of all by identifying, evaluating, and acquiring 
commercial satellite data.

NASA's CSDA program introduction webinar held on August 28. 
Recording: Commercial Satellite Data Acquisition Program - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO2yB4LGNlWoWxcDP4m10fIdH3U3Ti5OR
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO2yB4LGNlWoWxcDP4m10fIdH3U3Ti5OR
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO2yB4LGNlWoWxcDP4m10fIdH3U3Ti5OR
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CSDA Vendors

Multispectral

DEMs
Precipitation Radar

CH4 Emissions GNSS –R & RO

Hyperspectra

l
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Partnerships
Building new partnerships and improving data sharing possibilities

• Working closely with U.S. Government agencies to align and share data acquisitions, share evaluation 

processes, share data requirements and needs.

• Continuing our collaboration with international partners in developing guidelines, data evaluations, and 

programmatic and technological processes.

• Coordination of Commercial Data Purchase within the U.S. Government with other Federal Agencies
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